
TimeLines
MAKE A DISCOVERY AT THE NANAIMO MUSEUM

September 2015

Edward Burtynsky in 
Dialogue with Emily Carr

Above left: Edward Burtynsky, Mount Edziza Provincial Park #4, Northern British Columbia, Canada, 2012, chromogenic print, Collection of the Vancouver 
Art Gallery, Gift of the Artist, © Edward Burtynsky, Courtesy Nicholas Metivier Gallery, Toronto / Paul Kuhn Gallery, Calgary.  Above right: Emily Carr, 
Loggers’ Culls, 1935, oil on canvas, Collection of the Vancouver Art Gallery, Gift of Miss I. Parkyn

The touring exhibition A Terrible Beauty: Edward 
Burtynsky in Dialogue with Emily Carr will be the 
feature exhibition at the Nanaimo Museum this 
fall, from September 4 through November 21.  
A Terrible Beauty invites you to contemplate the 
impact humans can have on natural landscapes.  

The exhibition is organized and circulated by 
the Vancouver Art Gallery with the generous 
support of the Killy Foundation. It is hosted by the 
Nanaimo Museum in partnership with Nanaimo 
Art Gallery.

Emily Carr’s work is well known for its innovative 
modernism as well as its recording of culutural 
history of First Nations. Edward Burtynsky is 
internationally renowned for his photographs 

that explore the effects of industry on the natural 
landscape. His large-scale works investigate 
globally diverse sites including mine tailings, 
quarries, manufacturing plants and the effects of 
production. 

In conjunction with A Terrible Beauty, Nanaimo Art 
Gallery presents Silva: 0 Horizon, a contemporary 
art project that follows a thematic path from the 
microcosms of the forest floor, to the quantifying 
and processing of lumber, to the global 
distribution of forestry products. Silva consists of 
two exhibitions (O Horizon and Booming Grounds), 
a publication (The Mill), and a series of public 
events including artist talks, tours, readings, and 
performances. Silva: O Horizon opens to the public 
on September 3, 2015. 
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To make our programs more flexible for teachers, the museum is 
launching two new programs this fall. A Moodle website is being 
developed for the new grade 4 Social Studies curriculum. Moodle is used 
by educators from elementary schools to universities to teach programs 
online. The benefit of Moodle is that it will allow students to participate 
in a museum program from the computer lab in their school. The first program is on coal mining and is 
designed for the new grade 4 curriculum. This new program will be piloted in the fall of 2015 with local 
teachers and students.

Also, a module-style program will be added to our existing school programs. Educators can mix and match 
the modules listed below to build their own program or tailor an existing program to their own classroom 
curriculum. Each module is 30 minutes long and costs $20. The new modules are:

Education 
ProgramsN

ew

Saturday, October 31st will be an especially spooky 
time to visit the museum. Our coal mine will be 
haunted on Halloween from 11:00am-3:00pm. This 
year’s theme is Aliens! so be ready to experience an 
underground invasion.  Admission is by donation 
and takes place during the downtown Trick or Treat 
Halloween Howl. So whether you stop by for a scare or 
for a sweet treat we hope to see you on Halloween.  

FIRST NATIONS

•	 Story of the Snuneymuxw (primary or 
intermediate)

•	 Snuneymuxw Tools (primary or intermediate)

•	 Snuneymuxw Weaving (primary)

•	 Snuneymuxw Tools Student Presentations 
(intermediate)

19TH CENTURY NANAIMO

•	 Coal mine (primary or intermediate)

•	 Century Classroom (primary or intermediate)

•	 Toys (primary)

•	 Museum Discovery (primary or intermediate)

•	 Cottage (primary or intermediate)

•	 Steam Train (primary or intermediate)

•	 Bastion (primary or intermediate)
For more information about our new programs, 
please contact Jamie Franzmann at 250 753-1821 or 
program@nanaimomuseum.ca

Haunted Coal Mine
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FALL PROGRAMMING

My First Museum Visit 
Tuesdays, September 29, October 27, 
November 24 
10am-12pm

Bring your preschool aged child or grandchild to 
visit the museum! There are activities to keep small 
hands busy including Touch tours, an I-Spy game 
and a petroglyph rubbing station. This is a great 
way to introduce your child to the museum in a fun 
way.  The program is drop-in and caregivers must 
be present at all times. Activities are geared towards 
children 3-4 years old but younger or older siblings 
are welcome. Preregistration is not required and cost 
is included in regular admission.

Brother XII tour 
Wednesdays, October 14, 21 & 28 
6:30pm-7:15pm

This downtown walking tour features Nanaimo’s 
most infamous resident. Join the Nanaimo Museum 
as we separate fact from fiction about the life of 
Brother XII. The tour stops at locations connected 
to Brother XII before and after he started a cult 
in Cedar-By-the-Sea in the late 1920s. Artifacts 
connected with the Brother XII colony will be on 
exhibit in the museum. Pre-registration is required 
and the cost is $10 per person. 

Lantern tours 
Fridays, October 16, 23 & 30 
6:30pm-8:00pm

Back by popular demand! Lantern tours cover the 
darker side of Nanaimo’s history at downtown 
locations including the site of the last public 
hanging, the scandalous story of the famous 
architect who designed the courthouse and a 
murderer who was hanged on Gallows Point. Pre-
registration is required and the cost is $15 per 
person.

Behind the Scenes tour 
Thursdays, November 12 & 19 
1:30pm-2:15pm

Ever wondered how the museum creates an exhibit? 
Museum staff members will take you ‘behind the 
scenes’ on this tour to see our exhibit preparation 
area. Learn how we choose topics, design exhibits 
and select artifacts.
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COMMUNITY HALLWAY DISPLAY
SEPTEMBER TO NOVEMBER
Botanical paintings by Laura Planta

A selection of Laura Planta’s botanical paintings are on 
display at the Nanaimo Museum. Planta (1873-1954) created 
hundreds of oil paintings featuring local native plant species.  
As an amateur naturalist and historian, her paintings are a 
record of Vancouver Island flora in the early 1900s.

DECEMBER
Winter Scenes from Our Past

Snow and winter images from the museum’s photo collection 
will be  on display in the hallway this December as part of our 
Christmas programming.

Left: Detail of Laura Planta’s Goldenrod painting

EXHIBITIONS
Christmas in the Golden Age of Radio
DECEMBER 2015  - Sponsored by Memorial Gift of Mary Holmes 
Experience the Golden Age of Radio during the Christmas 
season. The exhibit features the museum’s radio collection, 
including artifacts connected to Fletcher’s Furniture, a popular 
downtown store for over 100 years.

PRINCESS ROYAL DAY 
NOVEMBER 27, 2015 - 11:00AM-1:00PM

Ceremony: HBC Bastion (rain or shine)
Refreshments & Presentation: Nanaimo Museum

Join us to celebrate the 161st anniversary of the 
arrival of  settlers from the Princess Royal ship,  
with a ceremony at the Bastion and refreshments 
and a talk at the Nanaimo Museum. Please email 
info@nanaimomuseum.ca for details!

Characters, Con men & Celebrities 
FEBRUARY 1 - MAY 7

The Story Behind the Artifact 
MAY 20 - SEPTEMBER 5

Voices from the Engraver 
SEPTEMBER 12 - NOVEMBER 21

COMING UP IN 2016
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STUDENTS

As the summer of 2015 drew to a close 
here at the Nanaimo museum we were 
sad to say our final goodbyes to returning 
summer students Paige Fehr and Keely 
Grunerud. Both students have done 
outstanding work in their time here at the 
museum and have contributed to many 
different facets of both museum and 
Bastion operations. Paige will be moving 
on to complete graduate studies in history 
at the University of Victoria this fall, while Keely will complete her post-baccalaureate education degree this 
fall at Vancouver Island University.  We wish them the best of luck as they continue to pursue their studies 
and future career paths. Thank you for all your hard work! 

PROGRAMMING

This summer the museum hosted an array of different family friendly programs. This year's featured summer 
drop-in programs were Chinatown and Vikings! Both programs provided fun hands-on activities and 
learning opportunities for children on a weekly basis. These programs were well attended this summer by 
children of all ages and their families. Make sure to check out the museum website next summer as we roll 
out new drop-in programs!  

After the success of the Bastion tours last year, the museum continued to hold these informative 30 minute 
tours on Nanaimo's oldest surviving building. This year they were held Thursdays and Saturdays after the 

noon cannon firing ceremony. The tours will be on 
hiatus next summer but stay tuned for their return.  

This summer marked the debut of a new cemetery 
tour held in the tucked away Wellington Cemetery. 
The tour highlighted the culturally diverse 
population of Wellington residents and their 
stories as they forged a life in the Wellington area.  
Both tours held in July and August were sold out, 
drawing participants from all over the island to 
attend. Be sure to check back next summer as we 
unveil the next cemetery tour location.

TOURISM

Once again this summer the museum entered into 
a partnership with Tourism Nanaimo, who operated 
their summer tourist information kiosk out of the 
Bastion. Their presence in the Bastion allowed our 
summer students the time to deliver Bastion tours 
and fire the noon cannon. Thank you to the Tourism 
Nanaimo staff and summer students.

SUMMER 20
15
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COMMUNITY ARTIFACT STORIES

Jade adze head

The adze head was found by museum member Les Dickason in the early 1980s when he lived on Lenhart 
Avenue (off Townsite Road) with his wife Pat. They had a large garden and while Les was digging up rocks 
to prepare the space for spring planting he found one rock that was different than the others. He put it 

in his pocket and later washed the rock, revealing that it was an intact piece of a First Nations 
jade tool. It was in his safe for decades until he recently re-discovered it and donated it 

to the museum in memory of his wife. The 
adze head will be a great fit for the 

museum’s collection because it 
was found near the Millstone 
River, a site that other artifacts 

BIRTHDAY DONOR

For his seventh birthday, Jack Keltie held a 
“Twoonie birthday party.”  All of the guests 
brought two twoonies instead of presents. 
The first coin from each person was collected 
for charity and the second one was pooled so 
he could choose a gift. Fortunately for us, Jack 
chose the museum as his charity and then got 
to fire the cannon!  Thank you Jack for being 
so generous with your birthday donations 
and for being an awesome community 
supporter!

DONATIONS

in the collection are from, and 
because it is a connection to 

coastal First Nations trade routes.

Circular Slide Rule

The rule was owned by Joseph Stanley Brookes who did surveying, 
drafting and some utilities design for the City of Nanaimo. He 
worked in the Engineering Department from 1962 – 1995. Brookes 
used this slide rule in his early years at the City before convincing 
his bosses to buy a handheld calculator. He describes the circular 
slide rule as unusual because it was more compact and easier 
to carry than a long rectangular one. The donation includes an 
instruction book and protective case. We are pleased to add this 
artifact to our collection because of its story and strong connection 
to Nanaimo’s development at a time of rapid growth.
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NANAIMO HOSPITAL DONATION

Copper sterilization tray c.1908-1918

The copper sterilization tray is attributed to Dr. D.G Ingam and was used at the second hospital on the corner 
of Kennedy and Franklyn Streets downtown (1881-1925).  Note: the first hospital building was on Chapel 
Street 1875-1881, the second on Kennedy and Franklyn 1881-1925, and the third was at the same location 
(1925-1963) and is now Malaspina Gardens care facility. This artifact fits with our collection because it relates 
to the health care field in Nanaimo over 100 years ago and was used by a local doctor.

Ophthalmological instrument c. 1930

The ophthalmological instrument c. 1930 was owned by Dr. G.A.B. Hall who was born in Ontario. He 
graduated in dentistry from the Philadelphia Dental College and operated an office in Nanaimo from 1880-
1893. He then attended Stanford University and received a diploma in medicine. Dr. Hall returned to the 
coast with his family and was hired as the physician and surgeon for the Western Fuel Company miners. He 
was Mayor of Nanaimo from 1930-31, and officially opened the Newcastle Island resort in 1931. He opened 
his own practice in 1936 with his sons Earle and Alan and Dr. A.E. Manson. The artifact was selected to be 
included in the collection because it was used in the practice of a colliery doctor who was a respected local 
figure.

Stethoscopes, medicine kit and roll of instruments c. 1930s

These artifacts were owned by Dr. Lorenzo (Larry) Giovando 
who practiced medicine in Nanaimo from 1930 to the late 
1970s. In the late 1920s when Dr. Giovando was on a summer 
break from medical school at McGill University, he assisted Dr. 
G.A.B. Hall with the care of his Ladysmith patients. When Dr. 
Giovando graduated in 1930 he was contacted by Dr. Hall’s 
son, Alan, and offered the mine practice at Granby Mine in 
Cassidy. He accepted the job and embarked on a decades-
long career in Nanaimo and area. The artifacts are an excellent 
addition to the museum because of Dr. Giovando’s long career 
as a mine physician, rural and family doctor in Nanaimo.

COLLECTIONSDONATIONS
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The Nanaimo Museum is grateful for 
the support of all our donors 

For a complete list visit:
www.nanaimomuseum.ca

Major Sponsors

Funders

We acknowledge the financial assistance of the 
Province of British Columbia ~ Gaming Funds

THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS!
Special thanks to Jan Peterson for the continued 

donation of proceeds from her book A Place In Time.

FEATURE EXHIBIT: A TERRIBLE BEAUTY
September 4 - November 21, Mon - Sat 10:00am - 5:00pm 	                	
See page 1 for more details about our feature exhibit

MY FIRST MUSEUM VISIT - TODDLER PROGRAM
Tuesdays, Sep 26, Oct 27, Nov 24   2:00pm - 4:00pm
Cost included in regular admission. See page 3 for details.

BROTHER XII TOURS			   	
Wednesdays, October 14, 21 & 28   6:30pm - 7:15pm $10
To register: program@nanaimomuseum.ca or call 250-753-1821

LANTERN TOURS
Fridays, October 16, 23 & 30  6:30pm - 8:00pm  $15
To register: program@nanaimomuseum.ca or call 250-753-1821 

BEHIND THE SCENES TOURS
Thursdays, November 12 & 19  1:30pm - 2:15pm
See pages 2 & 3 for fall programming information  

DECEMBER FEATURE EXHIBIT: 
CHRISTMAS IN THE GOLDEN AGE OF RADIO

Winter Hours
Museum: Mon - Sat, 10:00am to 5:00pm   Bastion: Closed for season

Board of Directors
President John Manning

Vice President Ed Yewchin

Treasurer Douglas Peterson

Secretary Eveline O’Rourke

Directors Rob Fletcher

Moira Jenkins

Shirley Lance

Dr. Ralph Nilson

Bruno Dragani

Paula Waatainen

Special Advisor Geraldine Manson

Staff
General Manager Debbie Trueman

Interpretation Curator Aimee Greenaway

Exhibit Design Curator Richard Slingerland

Program & Visitor 
Services

Jamie Franzmann

Exhibit Technician Jordan Johns

Communications/Rentals Becka Macdonald    

Maintenance Darrell Bell

Casual Staff Charlotte DeRook, 
Linda Kocot & 

Jason Time

CALENDAR
AT A GLANCE


