
Featuring

• Hands-on activities 

• Programs that meet BC curriculum standards

• Multiple classes can participate in programs simultaneously    
   for select programs. For details contact Jamie Franzman at 
   program@nanaimomuseum.ca 

• Customized program for your class   
  (advance notice required)

2015/16 
Elementary 

School 
Programs

For more information 
or to book a program  

email  Program Coordinator
Jamie Franzmann  at 

program@nanaimomuseum.ca 
or call 250-753-1821



First Nations for Primary  
90 minute program

Available at the museum or in your classroom

Even your kindergarten students will be engaged!  
Explore traditional Snuneymuxw culture through hands-

on activities that were designed for primary students.  
See how tools were made and used to create homes, 

ceremonial art and catch food.  The weaving component 
of the program includes a chance for each student to try 

out their own mini-loom.

A Child’s Life in Nanaimo
90 minute program 

Experience what life was like for children 100 years ago. 
Students will visit the miner’s cottage to see the type of 
home a typical family lived in and their daily routine of 
chores.  Take a seat in wooden desks complete with ink 
wells and participate in a lesson with the strict teacher.  

Make jam from scratch just like families used to and play 
with toys that were popular in the early 1900s.

 

Navigating History
Two hour program 

Step into Nanaimo’s past while on a GPS-based scavenger 
hunt through the downtown core.  Groups of students will 
navigate to a series of heritage signs using GPS receivers.   

Each sign contains intriguing historical facts and the answer 
to scavenger hunt questions.

Yesteryear Christmas 
90 minute program. December 1- 17, 2015 

Journey back through time and experience Christmas 
traditions from 100 years ago.  Visit the miner’s cottage 

to see a tree decorated with candles, play with toys from 
the early 1900s and make a Christmas tree ornament to 

take home. Students will also enjoy festive goodies.
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Program cost
 In museum $60

In your classroom $75
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First Nations on Vancouver 
Island 

90 minute program 

Available at the museum or in your classroom

The museum’s knowledgeable tour guides and hands-on 
artifact  tool collection  provide the ideal complement to 

your classroom First Nations curriculum.  Students will  get 
a glimpse into traditional daily life in Snuneymuxw villages

A Coal Miner’s Family 
90 minute program

Visit the miner’s cottage to see the type of home a typi-
cal family lived in 100 years ago.  Students will carry coal 

miner’s lamps during a guided tour of the re-created mine 
exhibit and learn about the challenges faced by miners.  
This program provides a unique opportunity to see life 
from the different perspectives of a coal miner and his 

children. 

The Bastion
90 minute program 

Discover Nanaimo’s oldest existing building!  Learn why 
the Bastion was built, who helped with its construction 
and the importance of immigration to Nanaimo in the 
1850s.  The tour is guided but leaves time for explora-

tion with Discovery Sheets. 

New! Moodle Page
Online Program 

The museum is developing a Moodle online course 
about Coal Mining in Nanaimo. Geared for intermedi-

ate students, the program features a variety of question 
styles including multiple choice, true/false, and essays. 

Critical challenges such as analyzing historical pho-
tos are embedded throughout. For more information 

about the program or to sign up your class for the pilot 
project please contact museum  program coordinator                  

Jamie Franzmann at jamie@nanaimomuseum.ca
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New!  Module System

To increase the flexibility of our programs, we have devel-
oped a new module system that will be launched in the fall 
of 2015.  Educators can add modules to an existing program 

or build your own custom program using modules.  Each 
module is 30 minutes long and costs $20.  For details on 

each module, please contact Jamie Franzmann at program@
nanaimomuseum.ca or (250) 753-1821.

First Nations
• Story of the Snuneymuxw (primary or intermediate)

• Snuneymuxw Tools (primary or intermediate)
• Snuneymuxw Weaving (primary)

• Snuneymuxw Tools Student Presentations (intermediate)

19th Century Nanaimo
• Century Classroom (primary or intermediate)

• Toys (primary)
• Museum Discovery (primary or intermediate)

• Cottage (primary or intermediate)
• Steam Train(primary and intermediate)

• Coal mine (primary or intermediate)
• Bastion (primary or intermediate)

Nanaimo Museum is financially supported 

Find us on the web at
 www.nanaimomuseum.ca

100 Museum Way, Nanaimo, B.C., V9R 5J8

(Inside the Vancouver Island Conference Centre)

Phone 250-753-1821

Email program@nanaimomuseum.ca

Resource Kits
Resource Kits, are available for use in your classroom. 

The kit is available for two weeks, for a $25 fee.

A Child’s Life in Nanaimo Kit
The kit contains a board game designed to teach students 

about life in early 1900s Nanaimo, both at school and in 
the home. There are  school worksheets from the 1930s. 

Reading and arithmetic text books, and background 
information on the history of education in Nanaimo.

 A Coal Miner’s Family Kit 
The kit contains coal mining artifacts, modern Nanimo 

street maps with coal mine working locations, coal 
samples, historical photos and books for primary and 

intermediate students. 


